
  

 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

AS WE GATHER 
In His baptism, Jesus is anointed with the Holy Spirit for His 
threefold office of Prophet, Priest and King.  Today, we 
focus on the fact that Jesus Christ is our great High Priest, 
who sacrifices Himself to make atonement for our sins. 
 
 

PRELUDE  
 

346   When All the World Was Cursed  

  

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353  
Tune: Public domain 
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+ INVOCATION + 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   1st John 1:8-9 
   

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

 
OPENING SCRIPTURES  -  JESUS IS OUR HIGH PRIEST 
 

Pastor:    We have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens  
People:  Jesus, the Son of God.     Hebrews 4:14 
 

Pastor:   Jesus holds his priesthood permanently, 
People:  Because He continues forever.    Hebrews 7:24 
  
 

Pastor:   He is a merciful and faithful high priest, 
People:  And He makes atonement for the sins of His people. Hebrews 2:17 
 

Pastor:   Jesus has no need to make sacrifices daily, 
People:  Since He did this once for all, by sacrificing Himself. Hebrews 7:27 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God in the Highest  LSB 154 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You 
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. 
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children 
and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                            Isaiah 61:1-3 
        

        1The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a 
beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the 
garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM           Psalm 29 

1Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
    against the Lord and against his anointed. 
3“ They say, “Let us burst their bonds apart  
    and cast away their cords from us.” 
4He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
 the Lord holds them in derision. 
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5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
6“As for me, I have set my King 
 on Zion, my holy hill.” 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE                         Hebrews 7:23-28 

  23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing in office, 24but Jesus holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. 25Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw 
near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 
         26For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27He has no need, 
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those 
of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28For the law 
appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came 
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                          LSB 156 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                           Luke 3:15-22 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

  15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I 
baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But 
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, 
and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he locked 
up John in prison. 
         21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
   
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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529  Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938  Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt 
Text: © 1973 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353   Tune: Public domain 

 

THE SERMON 
  

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs.  Heavenly Father, at His baptism You anointed Your 
Son to be our Prophet, Priest and King.  Strengthen our faith in Him as Lord 
and Christ, Lord, in Your mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, we give thank that You are our High Priest, and through 
sacrificing Your life, you have atoned for our sins and for the sins of the 
whole word.   Lord, in Your mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:   Grant healing to those who are suffering and comfort to those who mourn 
[especially…].  Lord, in Your mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:     Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven revealed Him as 
Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be 
the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 161 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI                                                                                           LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
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405  To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 
Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 
To save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 
This man is Christ, our substitute! 
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
Tune: Public domain 
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590  Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Jacob Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

461  I Know That My Redeemer Lives    sts. 1, 5–8 

 



13 

 

 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 

. 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord    LSB 164 
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BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
                 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People:   Amen. 

 
 
394  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt.     Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93    Text and tune: Public domain 
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