
  

Epiphany Sunday 
The 12th Day of Christmas 

 

AS WE GATHER 
King Herod is filled with jealousy and rage when he 
hears about a new King born in Bethlehem.  The Wise 
Men are filled with joy as they see the star that leads 
them to the ultimate source of  joy, the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
 
 

397  As with Gladness Men of Old  

  

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
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Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

OPENING SCRIPTURES  -  THE VISIT OF THE MAGI 
 

Pastor:   Nations shall come to your light. 
People:  Kings to the brightness of your dawn.   Isaiah 60:3 
 

Pastor:   A multitude of camels shall come to you, 
People:  They shall bring you gold and frankincense.  Isaiah 60:6 
 

Pastor:   When the Magi saw the star, 
People:  They rejoiced with great joy!    Matthew 2:10   
  
 

Pastor:   They worshiped Him and offered Him gifts: 
People:  Gold and frankincense and myrrh.    Matthew 2:11-12 
 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God in the Highest  LSB 154 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-
begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in 
heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                             Isaiah 60:1-6 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,  and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to 
you.  6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
bring good news, the praises of the Lord. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM          Psalm 72:1-2, 8-11 

1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! 
2May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! 
 

8May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth! 
9May desert tribes bow down before him and his enemies lick the dust! 
 

10May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute; may the kings of 
Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 
11May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him! 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE                       Epiphany 3:6-12 

6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  7Of this gospel I was made 
a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of 
his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to 
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 
10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal 
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and 
access with confidence through our faith in him. 

  

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                          LSB 156 

 

 

 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                        Luke 2:21 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of  
  

them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so 
it is written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah;  for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people 
Israel.’” 

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 
over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
   
  
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
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     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead,  
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
      

399  The Star Proclaims the King Is Here    sts. 1–2, 5 

 

 

 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THE SERMON 
 

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
 
OFFERTORY   370  What Child Is This     sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98   Tune: English, 16th cent.       Text and tune: Public domain 

+ THE INSTALLATION OF CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS + 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, you once guided the Wise Men by means of a star to behold the 
Christ. Guide us by Your Means of Grace, Word and Sacrament, to behold the 
Christ, receive His forgiveness, and experience His joy.   Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
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Pastor:  As the people of God who are in this world but not of this world, we pray for 
all nations that there may be respect among all peoples that there may be 
peace on earth and goodwill between all people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Hear the prayers of all who cry out to You who suffer illness or distress 
(especially…). Grant healing and comfort to all both in body and in soul. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People: Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found 
in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of 
Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 
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SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
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PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                           LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
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We Three Kings of Orient Are 
 

1. We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 
Refrain: 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect Light. 

 
2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.  [Refrain] 
 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; 
Prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high.  [Refrain] 

 
4.  Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume, breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  [Refrain] 
 

 
 
 

395  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright    sts. 1–4 
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Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.    Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353     Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Organist:       Katie Cobert 
 

Song Leaders:    Sat:  Joel Chapman Sun: Linda Tobin 
Camera:      Sat:  John Wollenburg Sun: Al Nordstrom 
 

PowerPoint:       Sat:  Deb Wollenburg Sun: Emma Schroeder 
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400  Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt    Tune: James P. Harding, 1850–1911, adapt.   Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord   LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
                 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People:   Amen. 
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810  O God of God, O Light of Light 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Julian, 1839–1913, alt. 
Tune: Johann Störls . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, 1744, Stuttgart 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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