
  

3rd Sunday Of Advent 
 

AS WE GATHER 
The theme for the 3rd Sunday in Advent can be summed up in 
one word, “Rejoice!”  Rejoice, for the Lord is near!  Rejoice, He is 
bringing salvation!  Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again, 
Rejoice!  (Philippians 4:4) 
 

 
PRELUDE         Joshua & Rachel Teggatz 
 

803  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt.   Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

+ INVOCATION + 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

Pastor:  A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord;” 
People:  Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.    Isaiah 40:3 
 

Pastor:     If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:   But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1st John 1:8-9 
   

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

 
OPENING SCRIPTURES  -  REJOICE! 

Pastor:   Rejoice greatly, your King is coming to you, 
People:  Righteous and having salvation!        Zech. 9:9 
 

Pastor:   Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
People:  Rejoice with all your heart!      Zeph. 3:14 
  
 

Pastor:   The Lord will rejoice over you with gladness! 
People:  He will quiet you with His love.    Zeph. 3:17 
 

Pastor:   Rejoice in the Lord always! 
People:  And again I will say, rejoice!        Phil. 4:4 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God in the Highest  LSB 154 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 
lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                        Zephaniah 3:14-20 
    14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  15The Lord has taken away the judgments against 
you; he has cleared away your enemies.  The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall never again fear evil.  16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  “Fear not, 
O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty 
one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 
      18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer 
suffer reproach.  19Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.  And I will 
save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth.  20At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather 
you together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the 
earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE                      Philippians 4:4-7 

      4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice! 5Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSE - “Rejoice in the Lord”       Congregation and Choir 
(See Bulletin Insert) 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                           Luke 7:18-28 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 7th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
    18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of 
his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the 
Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil 
spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have 
good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
    24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 
the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 
those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 
26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written,  “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your 
face, who will prepare your way before you.’  28I tell you, among those born of women 
none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater 
than he.” 
 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead,  
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
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349  Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THE SERMON   Seminarian Joshua Teggatz 
 

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church) 
 

+ RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBER + 
 

Beth Dorr 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs.  Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to be born in 
Bethlehem, so that He might become the Savior of the World.  Strengthen us 
to be joyful witnesses of His Salvation, Lord, in Your mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, we give thank that You are Immanuel, God With Us, remain 
with us in times of trouble and help us in our times of need, Lord, in Your 
mercy; 

People: Hear our prayer. 
Pastor:   Grant healing to those who are suffering and comfort to those who mourn 

[especially…].  Lord, in Your mercy; 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:     Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and singing:  
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SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 

 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                           LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
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386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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390  Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 

 

 
Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, 1632, Dresden 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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357  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref, 4–7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord    LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
                 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People:   Amen. 
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387  Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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